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I Remember When

W

hen I think back on my days at
North Grove School I don't immediately think of the school itself.
The first things that enter my head
are the names and the faces that go
with the names: the Lindens, Olsons,
Nelsons, Floits, Pearsons, Marshes,
Swedbergs, Welanders, Schliebens
and, of course the Flinks. In 1878 the
Flink family was farming on the winding, narrow, graveled Brickville Road
across from where the Swedish Lutheran Church built their small parochial school. And for the next 142
years (and counting) the Flink family
and school have stood facing each
other across that now-wider, blacktopped, very busy road.
I remember the area served by the
school in the 1940s and the early
1950s until it closed in 1952. My dad
was the local milk hauler and his
route was basically the same area the
school served. In my head I see the
farms Dad stopped at seven mornings
a week, 52 weeks a year, to pick up
the cans of milk the farmers had
waiting for him in the tanks in the
milk houses. I remember the ice-cold
water in the tanks and the milking
equipment washed clean and waiting
for the next milking.
Now that I think back, I realize most
of the farms were quite similar. Some
houses were a little larger, some had
neater yards or longer lanes - and
then there were the many farm buildings. Each farm had the barn with
the milking parlor and various pens.
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by Carole Lichty
Attached to the barn were the milk
house and silo, and next to it the
barnyard. Around the farmyard there
were the corn cribs, pig pens, chicken
coops, machine sheds, and sheds
that just held “stuff.”
I think almost all farms had fruit
trees: apple, cherry and pear mostly,
either in actual orchards or scattered
around their yards. Picking the fruit
was fun, but pitting the cherries was
a real chore.
Everyone planted a garden and one of
my favorite memories is picking a tomato off the vine, then lifting an old
tin can off the top of a nearby fencepost to retrieve the salt shaker waiting there. The taste of the warm tomato sprinkled with salt, the smell of
the ripening vegetables, and the feel
of the hot sun is a memory that is so
fun to remember.
For me, Old North Grove School is
special. The time I spent there was
special. I don't remember ever being
frightened during those days. My
world was small and safe. I knew everyone I went to school with and was
related to a lot of them. Now, in my
head, I know that the big wide world
was far from perfect, probably not
even my little world. But if I could, I
would give every child the chance to
grow up as I did.

Page 2

North Grove Slate

Education Committee Scores Points at the Goal Line
The Education Committee continues to focus on its goals of broadening awareness and use of our
cherished gem, the North Grove
School. Those goals are:
• getting more school children
out to see our treasured schoolhouse,
• offering a professional development workshop for teachers,
• sharing information about our
school with community organizations.
It has been another busy year of
focus toward these goals, especially in sharing it with school children and local organizations.
NGSA did professional presentations about one-room schools to
Delta Kappa Gamma, a professional society for women educators, and also for the Sycamore
Lions Club. In each presentation,
we met participants who either
taught in, attended, or had a family member who attended a oneroom school with fond memories
to share!
Two hundred thirty-one schoolchildren visited North Grove
School this year on field trips, experiencing a historical day of

learning, as
hundreds of
children did in
the 74 years
the school was
in operation.
The field trips
were second
and fifth graders from all
but one
elementary
school in
Sycamore.
In addition,
NGSA particiVisiting students were encouraged to dress in period clothes.
pated in a new
partnership,
where we collaborated with other
with invitations extended to other
Sycamore nonprofits, offering a
county school districts!
Kids’ Day Out program for local
students on holidays. This year,
We are proud to announce a rethere were two such days: Pumpvamped and updated website,
kinfest Monday and Martin Luther which allows virtual visitors from
King Day. These holidays allowed
all over the globe! We have new
for parents and children to intertools to track visitors to the webact together as they did activities
site, where they can learn the hisin four locations: North Grove
tory of our school, learn about our
School, Sycamore Public Library,
events, get resources for sharing
Midwest Museum of Natural Hislearning experiences with school
tory, and DeKalb County History
children, discover ways to volunCenter. It was well-received and
teer, become a NGSA member,
will be continued in the future,
donate to support maintenance of
the school, or arrange a visit,
presentation, or tour. Check out
our new look!
While schoolhouses were the rural
community centers in the past,
our little school welcomed 428
visitors through its three open
houses, field trips, and Kids’ Day
Off programs. This is a 114% increase in the median attendance
over the last 11 years! We are
meeting our goals; awareness and
use of our treasured schoolhouse
are increasing!

www.northgroveschool.org
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A Recap of 2019 - By the Numbers

N

GSA has had many accomplishments over the past
year. We are so grateful for the
dedication of our Board, volunteers, and membership in general!
In 2019, we tackled two of our
long-term renovation projects,
served many school children, added a Kids’ Day Off event and hosted some really great Open Houses.
None of these would be possible
without the hours lovingly and
tirelessly provided by our volunteers, along with funds provided
by our generous membership and
donors.

2020 Calendar of Events
Jun 27-28 Summer Days Open

We’d love to have you visit in person, but in the meantime, check
out our website, which has been
completely revamped with new
tabs and more information, including how to schedule a private
tour or a presentation for your
organization!

House
Aug 4

National Night Out
(Walmart Parking Lot)

Oct 24

Pumpkin Fest Open
House

Nov 28

Old Fashioned Christmas Open House

So here is a look back at 2019 –
by the numbers …
428 Visitors to North Grove
School
231 Children on Field Trips
73 Summer Open House
Volunteer Hours
40 Kids Day Off Visitors
45 Holiday Open House
Volunteer Hours
We look forward to a busy 2020,
with school field trips and our annual open houses.

M

ark Your Calendar to join us for a day of giving in DeKalb
County! This is the 7th year of participation for NGSA and
to-date we have collected $11,000 over the first 6 years of giving.
Help us make this our BEST year yet by spreading the word for
NGSA with your friends and family. Every little bit helps and we
can’t wait to see what our community can accomplish this year!

www.givedekalbcounty.org/organizations/north-grove-school-association
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Restoration Efforts

L

ast summer, the schoolhouse
was inspected by a historical
restoration specialist, Mulligan
Restoration from Rockford. Their
recommendations helped guide
us in developing a plan for continuing to maintain the schoolhouse, both structurally and
cosmetically, while striving to
adhere to the building’s historical
integrity.
Five priorities were recommended
by Mulligan. The two most pressing projects were completed in
2019: tuck pointing the chimney
($1,200) and replacing the lowpitched rear roof ($5,250).
The next three restoration projects are, in order of importance:
1) Exterior trim and cornice repairs (estimated $8,700)
2) Complete window restoration
(estimated $36,000)
3) Exterior scraping, wood repair, caulking, priming and
painting (estimate $10,000$15,000)
Exterior trim and cornice
repairs: $8,700
• Reattach and evaluate condition
of all exterior trim
• Make epoxy repairs and/or mill
and install replacement pieces
where deteriorated. All replacements will be milled to match
the original profiles.
• Oil prime all repairs
• Clean up and remove all debris
created by our work
Window restoration: $36,000
• Remove all sashes
• Strip the sashes, frames, and
exterior trim to bare wood.

• Epoxy and/or wood repair the
sashes, frames, and exterior
trim.
• Re-glaze with the original glass
into the primed sash with linseed oil based glazing
• Re-caulk between the siding
and the exterior trim
• Oil prime and 2 coats of latex
finish to the sashes, frames,
and exterior trim
• Install weather-stripping on all
operable openings
• Clean, lube, install, and adjust
all hardware
• Clean up and remove all debris
created by our work
Exterior painting: $15,000
• Scrape, wire brush, and lightly
sand all wood siding and trim
(windows and doors are not included in this and are planned
as separate projects)
• Wash the exterior with a TSP
solution
• Make minor repairs to the existing siding with epoxy. There will
be very limited siding replacement. The goal is to preserve as
much as possible.
• Prime all bare wood with oil
primer
• Caulk all joints as needed
• Paint with 2 coats of Benjamin
Moore “Regal Select” exterior
latex paint
• Cleanup and removal of all debris created by our work

Chimney work in progress

Total Cost: $59,700.00
These are working numbers. Additional estimates are still forthcoming.
Roof and chimney completed

You are invited to attend NGSA bi-monthly meetings on the fourth Wednesday of the month, 5:00 p.m. at
North Elementary School. Next Meeting: March 25, 2020. Please come!
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Your Donations Keep Us Going!
New Life Member
Marlo Neal Huey

Contributions
Anonymous
John & Helen Cambier
Janice Fitzhenry
Dan Hoffman
Hoffman Realty LLC
George & Janice Holland
Sharon Holmes
Keleher Family Endowment Fund
Heidi Kintz
Ron Klein
Mary Alexis Low
Maring family
Ronald & Dena Olson
Family of Averil Schreiber
Bill & Kathy Swedberg
Gary & Liz Swedberg
Linda & Dale Swedberg
Matt Swedberg
Mike & Lori Swedberg
Iona & Howard Whitney
Marcia Wilson

Give DeKalb County Donors

Give DeKalb County Donors

Kelley Amptmann
Lois Hoffman Anderson
James Buck
Toni Carlson
Jackie Cleven
Kathleen Countryman
Jane Dargatz
Marcia Elliott
Donna Gable
Karen Hamingson
Deb Hartman
Andrea Hein
Nancy & Robert Higdon
Sharon Holmes
Teresa Irving
Laurene M Jacobson

Dan Kenney
Kiwanis Club Sycamore
Andrew J Krmenec
Lori Lloyd
Elizabeth Mitchell
Kenneth Mundy
Jennifer Parsons
Frederick D Peltz
Ann Rosenfeld
Michael Stack
Chad Swedberg
Andrea Thurwanger
Margaret Vitkus
Alice Whitney

Preservation Fund
The Kenneth W. Marsh North Grove School Presevation Fund provides
annual interest to help fund operating expenses while retaining the
principal. Please help grow this fund by addressing tax-deductible
donations to:
DeKalb County Community Foundation
North Grove School Preservation Fund
475 DeKalb Avenue
Sycamore, IL 60178

Membership Dues, Renewals, & Donations
NAME____________________________________

Dues

ADDRESS________________________________

[ ] New [ ] Renewal

__________________________________________

[ ] Individual $15

PHONE___________________________________

[ ] Family $20

EMAIL____________________________________

[ ] Life $300

Mail your check to:
NGSA
PO Box 244
Sycamore, IL 60178

[ ] ______ Donation
[ ] I would like to know more about volunteer opportunities at North Grove School.

