
A Busy Year Planned for Old North Grove School Board of Directors 
 

Jenn Parsons, President 
  815-766-0258  
Carole Lichty, Vice President 
  815-899-6116 
Mary Swedberg, Treasurer 
  617-320-3254 
Jane Dargatz, Secretary 
  815-751-3298  
Julenne Davey 
  815-762-0916  
Teresa Irving 
  815-762-3603 
Dick Snow 
  815-895-4699 
Chris Swedberg 
  815-701-8835 
Alice Whitney 
  815-895-5023 
 

Committees 
 

Building & Grounds 
  Dick Snow, Chair 
Education 
  Jane Dargatz & Jennifer  
  Parsons, Co-Chairs 
Fund Raising 
  Dick Snow, Chair 
Membership 
 Teresa Irving, Chair 
Publicity & Events 
 Carole Lichty, Chair 
The Slate 
  Marcia Wilson, Editor 

 

 
Contact us 

U.S. Mail 
 P.O. Box 244 
 Sycamore, IL 60178  
 
E-mail  
 info@northgroveschool.org 
 
On the Web 
 www.northgroveschool.org 

 

 

An annual publication of the North Grove School Association 

Volume 11    2019

A pril of each year brings much ac-

tivity to the buildings and 
grounds of Old North Grove School. 

Members and all interested communi-

ty members gather at the school to get 

ready for all the activities that will 

take place from April through the end 
of November. 

 

Inside, the cobwebs are brushed 

away, blackboards are washed, book-

shelves are dusted, teacher and stu-

dent desks are polished, and floors are 
washed. Outside, the weeds on both 

sides of the white fence are cut back, 

debris and small tree limbs are picked 

up and hauled away, and small re-

pairs that need to be done are taken 
care of. 

 

April and May bring visits from area 

school children who come to spend 

the day and experience what it was 

like to attend school “back in the day.” 
Throughout the summer months ar-

rangements can also be made for pri-

vate groups to tour the building. 

 

This year the school will have special 

visitors the first weekend in June. Sa-
lem Lutheran Church of Sycamore 

(originally named Swedish Lutheran 

Church) built Old North Grove School 

in 1878 as a parochial school. The 

church is celebrating its 150th anni-
versary and the school will be open to 

the church as part of their activities. 

 

The last weekend of June brings our 

annual Open House. The school is 

open, old-fashioned games are played, 
and activities are planned for both 

Saturday and Sunday—food, music, 

crafts, animals, a raffle, and a chance 

to see what life was like in the old 

days. 

 

Old North Grove School is open on 

Saturday of Sycamore's Pumpkin Fest 
weekend. There are no formal tours, 

but there are always members of 

North Grove School Association to 

show visitors through the building 

and answer questions. This is always 

a good time for people who have a real 
interest in the history of the school. 

 

The last event of the year is one of our 

favorites. A Christmas Open House is 

held on the Saturday after Thanksgiv-

ing.  There is a Christmas tree, music, 
decorations to be made—either for the 

tree or to be taken home—hot cider, 

Swedish cookies, and Swedish memo-

rabilia. Saint Lucia is also there to 

pass out a memory of the visit. Plan to 
take part in a wonderful, simple way 

to start the Christmas season. 

 

And so another year passes in the life 

of the little white school on Brickville 

Road. We look forward to teaching 
YOU this year! 

 

 

2019 Calendar of Events 
 

Jun 29-30  Old North Grove School 
 Weekend of Celebration 
  
Oct 26 Pumpkin Fest Open House 
 
Nov 30 Old Fashioned Christmas  
 Open House 
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Go to givedekalbcounty.org on May 2, 12 a.m.-11:59 p.m. 

We are consistently blessed with 

gracious and hard-working 
volunteers that lovingly take care 

of our historic gem.  

 

This past year we are thankful to 

the Kishwaukee Sunrise Rotary 
and Interact Club volunteers that 

pitched in on spring clean-up day, 

wielding dust rags, brooms, rakes 

and chainsaws. Our school 

received a much appreciated 

spring clean-up both inside and 
outside!  Thanks to the newly 

cleaned up fence line a couple of 

Sycamore High School volunteers 

were able to scrape and paint the 

fence.   
 

As our beloved and historic school 

continues to stand proudly in 

place representing time long past, 

we are realizing the need for a bit 

of a face lift. Our generous mem-
bers continue to stay in touch and 

ask about how they can help. 

 

Recently we had the school 

inspected by a historical restor-

ation specialist. His recommenda-

tions helped guide us in develop-

ing a plan to continue to maintain 

the schoolhouse and represent the 
history accurately.  

 

We have assigned priorities 

according to the recommenda-

tions: 
1)  Tuck point the chimney: 

estimated cost $1,200 

2)  Replace low-pitched rear roof: 

estimated cost $5,250 

 

The above essential items will be 
completed this summer. Addition-

ally, the restoration specialist 

detailed the following projects (in 

order of importance—but not as 

critical as the first two). These 
projects will be taken on in 

upcoming years.  

 

3) Exterior trim and cornice 

repairs: estimate $8,700 

4) Window restoration:      

estimate $30,000-$36,000 

5) Exterior scraping, wood repair, 

caulk, prime and paint: 
estimate  $10,000-$15,000 

 

This year’s Give DeKalb County 

campaign will be used to address 

the needs of restoration.  

Planning Beyond the Spring Spruce-up 

Kishwaukee Sunrise Rotary & SHS Interact Club Volunteers 

Sycamore High School volunteers Emma 
Winters and  Zoe Zemanek scrape and 
paint the fence. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Give ONLINE or  
IN PERSON at DeKalb County 

Community Foundation 
475 DeKalb Ave, Sycamore 

 



She brought a handmade quilt 
and had visitors and members 
add stitches to it.  It is her in-
tention to raffle this quilt off at 
the 2019 open house!   
 
The bake sale and raffle are old 
favorites, with volunteers sup-
plying the goodies and prizes.  
As always they did very well 
and we appreciate all the par-
ticipation.      
 
Musical entertainment is al-
ways on tap. In 2018, blue 
grass background music was 
provided by  Peter Irving and 
Earl Gilbert.   
 
Our fall open house was held 
on the Saturday of Syca-
more’s Pumpkin Fest. This 
open house was also well at-
tended by adults and children 
alike. It’s a great time for casu-
al visits with the docents and 
an opportunity to play on the 
playground.  
 
The old-fashioned Christmas 
open house has more planned 
activities. Music, decorations, 
and the refreshments are a 
throwback to the 1940s and 
‘50s. Classic activities for the 
kids  included making chain 
swags out of construction pa-
per for the tree and then string-
ing popcorn as a garland for 
the tree. The children really 
have a good time doing this. 
 
Once again Santa Lucia, por-
trayed by Kiyah Jones, ap-
peared in costume and passed 
out small gifts to all. 
 

O ur three open houses in 
2018 showcased the 140-

year-old school with a record 
number of visitors. Coming 
from the county and beyond, 
their excitement stemmed from 
announcements sent home in 
student backpacks, advertise-
ments in the Daily Chronicle, 
and the Midweek, as well as 
road signs and word-of-mouth. 
Even with all the work involved 
in hosting these events, the 
NGSA has not lost its enthusi-
asm! 
 
Among the many visitors this 
year were a number of former 
students. Some of the students 
went to school at North Grove 
in the 1930s and ‘40s. It has 
been so much fun for us to 
learn from all the memories 
they shared.  Among those 
coming back to their classroom 
were Yngve Johnson, Mrs. Ina 
Lind Schultz, and Mrs. Iona 
Whitney. 
 
Pictured at right are activities 
from the open house in June, 
lasting two days. While we try 
to vary our activities and 
demonstrations each year, we 
have had Alpacas, a petting zoo, 
and for many years farm ani-
mals provided by the Sycamore 
FFA. The Sycamore FFA chap-
ter has brought goats, ducks, a 
rabbit, a horse, and 
sheep.  Last year the students 
also brought an activity for chil-
dren to make their own 
“germination necklace” from 
seeds of corn. 
 
New last year was Sharon 
Holmes’ quilt demonstration.  

Record Number of Visitors in 2018 
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The Education Committee con-

tinues to focus on its goals to 

broaden awareness and use of 

our cherished gem, the North 

Grove School.  Those goals are: 

1. Getting more school children 

out to see our treasured 

schoolhouse 

2. Offering a Professional De-

velopment Workshop for 

teachers 

3. Sharing information about 

our school with community 

organizations  

 

It’s been a busy year of accom-

plishments toward those goals!  

NGSA has made presentations 

at both DeKalb and Sycamore 

Rotary, at Sycamore Kiwanis, 

as well as two presentations at 

Oakcrest DeKalb Area Retire-

ment Center.  A group of Oak-

crest residents visited the 

school, many sharing memo-

ries of their education in a one-

room school.  

 

A group from Parkland College 

in Mahomet, Illinois, enjoyed a 

visit to the school, as well.  

This is exciting: they found our 

school on the Internet as they 

were planning a historical tour 

of northern Illinois!  We are on 

the map! 

 

Many children have enjoyed a 

day of learning at the school.  

In 2018, seven schools brought 

an entire grade level to experi-

ence a school day from the 

1800s.  That is approximately 

420 children!   

Beyond children, Delta Kappa 

Gamma is a group of retired 

teachers.  Their visit is coming 

up in April.  There is no better 

sound than a busy schoolroom 

of children or adults learning 

about one-room school educa-

tion! 

 

NGSA is about to make it to 

the national map!  The DeKalb 

County History Center was 

chosen to host a Smithsonian 

exhibit, Crossroads, May 11-

June 22.  NGSA is lending arti-

facts for the exhibit, and the 

schoolhouse is included on 

historical visits for partici-

pants!  Further information 

will be available on NGSA and 

DCHC websites. 

Old North Grove Keeps Educating 
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You are invited to attend NGSA bi-monthly meetings on the fourth Wednesday of the month, 5:00 p.m. in 

the lower level of the Sycamore Center. Next Meeting: May22, 2019. Please come! 

2019 Membership Dues, Renewals, & Donations 

 
NAME____________________________________         Dues    

ADDRESS________________________________    [ ] New   [ ] Renewal 

__________________________________________ [ ] Individual $15 

PHONE___________________________________ [ ] Family $20 

EMAIL____________________________________ [ ] Life $300 

       [ ] ______ Donation 

 

 [  ]  I would like to know more about volunteer opportunities at North Grove School. 

Mail your check to: 

NGSA  

PO Box 244  

Sycamore, IL 60178 

Your Donations Keep Us Going! 

Mike & Lori Swedberg 

Kent & Kris Wrenn 

Marcia Wilson 

 

2018 Give Local Donors 

Arkay Analysis Co. 

Lois Anderson Family 

Toni Lynn & Michael Carlson 

Kathy Countryman 

Ken & Jane Dargatz 

Michelle & Jeff Donahoe 

Marcia Elliott 

Donna Gable & Ken Rodd 

Karen Hamingson 

Mark & Deb Hartman 

Sharon Holmes 

Steve & Teresa Irving 

Patsy Lundberg 

Ken & Juanita Mundy 

Jennifer Parsons 

Ann Rosenfeld 

Michael & Cheryl Stack 

Chad Swedberg 

Steve & Lynette Swedberg 

Kiwanis Club of Sycamore 

Peg Vitkus 

Kreg & Diane Wesley 

Alice & Tony Whitney 

 2018 Contributions 

Anonymous 

Robert & Doris Boey 

Jim & Karen Buck 

John & Helen Cambier 

John Eby 

Gilmore Family 

Jan & George Holland 

Ronald G. Klein 

Gail Krmenec 

Eugene & Joyce Listy Family 

Patsy Lundberg 

Laura Carr Mabel 

Bernice Maness 

Jerry & Jane Maring 

Ann Rosenfeld 

Averil Schreiber 

John & Diana Shott 

Patricia Sihler 

Bill & Kathy Swedberg 

MM Gary Swedberg 

Kay Swedberg 

Luther & Blanche Swedberg  

Matt Swedberg 

Preservation Fund 

The Kenneth W. Marsh North Grove School Presevation Fund  provides 
annual interest to help fund operating expenses while retaining the 
principal. Please help grow this fund by addressing tax-deductible 
donations to:  

DeKalb County Community Foundation 
North Grove School Preservation Fund 

475 DeKalb Avenue 
Sycamore, IL 60178  




