
Please give your support on May 3 

The 5th Give DeKalb County, a 24-hour fundraising event for 

local nonprofits, takes place Thursday, May 3 from midnight 

to midnight. NGSA will once again be participating to 

support field trips and busing for local school students 

visiting North Grove School. Give in person at the DeKalb 

County Community Foundation, 475 DeKalb Ave., 

Sycamore, or online. And THANK YOU in advance! 
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Teachers take part in a simulated lesson. 

S econd- and fifth-grade teachers in the 

Sycamore School District, Cornerstone 

Christian Academy, and St. Mary School 

were invited to take part in NGSA’s first 

professional development in-service. The 

NGSA education committee offered simulat-

ed lessons and history. Teachers were given 

many resources to use in planning their own 

field trips during this first, 2-hour training. 

As a part of the training they also received 

information on applying for grant money 

from NGSA to cover busing for the field 

trip. 

 

The training was very well received and the 

teachers participating were excited to see all 

of the possibilities. Due to the holiday week, 

teachers from St. Mary and Cornerstone 

were unable to attend, but both administra-

tors expressed interest in having our educa-

tion committee either come to their schools 

or schedule another time to meet at the 

schoolhouse.   

 

The education committee was very happy 

with this first training event and looks for-

ward to continuing to work with schools and 

increasing the numbers of school children 

experiencing all old North Grove School can 

still teach.   
Uh, oh. One of the teachers must 
have been naughty. 



school day.  They lived on what is now 

the corner of Peace and Brickville Roads. 

No buildings of the homestead survive, 

but she was able to find the circle drive 

that they used way back when.    

 

Another fond memory was of the prepara-

tions that the students made for the 

Christmas program that year.  She re-

members the children drawing a Santa 

Christmas scene on the chalkboard---she 

and the younger students completed the 

“snow” detail on the lower portion while 

the older students worked on the Santa 

details above.   

I ona Nelson Whitney made a special 

request of her family last summer: Let 

her attend North Grove Days—

even though the open house was on the 

weekend of her grandchildren's birthday 

celebrations. Iona was anxious to revisit 

the school of her earliest memories and 

wanted to see again her first-grade school, 

where she was the only one in her class!   

 

Iona has some unique memories of her 

year there, 1952, the year the school 

closed.  One memory was that her teach-

er, Mrs. Clark, drove by the home she 

shared with her grandparents, Henry and 

Anna Nelson, and would pick her up each 

So where did Iona go to second 

grade?  To the NEW West School, the 

year it opened! 

Former Student Relates Memories 
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Iona Nelson Whitney still fits (almost) in the 
first-grade-size desk she filled in 1952. 

J une 29, 2017, was a typical summer 

morning at North Grove Elementary 

School, just off Plank Road, east of Route 

23. Sycamore’s newest elementary school 

stood in the sunshine waiting for the arri-

val of students attending summer-school 

programs. In front of the school and off to 

the side was a small bench. Next to the 

bench a small replica of the original 

North Grove School, North Grove Ele-

mentary’s namesake built in 1878, had 

been installed.  

 

The Little Free Library miniature version 

of North Grove School, which was de-

signed and built by Dave Juday and Tony 

Whitney with a generous donation from 

Susan Quale, was being dedicated. It was 

the newest addition to the Little Free Li-

brary program, which is a nonprofit or-

ganization that provides free book ex-

changes in communities around the 

world. The NGSA facilitated the newest 

addition to Sycamore’s several Little Free 

Libraries. 

 

That morning students, parents, and rep-

resentatives from old North Grove School 

gathered around the little replica. Princi-

pal Ryan Janisch welcomed everyone and 

gave an explanation of what to expect 

from this new project. He explained that 

anyone could borrow books from the little 

library. All they had to do was decide 

which ones they wanted. When they were 

finished reading them they should return 

them and choose more--and perhaps add a 

book or two of their own that they didn’t 

read anymore, for other children to enjoy. 

And there were BOOKS! So many 

BOOKS!! School children had gathered 

books beforehand, so many that the little 

library was filled to overflowing. Stop by 

sometime! 

 

The Little Library is listed on the national 

site at LittleFreeLibrary.org.  

Little Library Sponsored at Namesake School 



I n 2017, the Education Committee fo-

cused on four goals:  

 getting more school children out to 

see our treasured school house 

 creating a lending library of books to 

share with schools 

 offering a Professional Development 

Workshop for teachers 

 sharing information about our school 

with community organizations   

 

NGSA’s Give Local focus this year was 

providing grants for transportation for 

school field trips.  These NGSA grants 

are a tremendous help in making NG 

classroom visits possible, as there is then 

no cost to the students or the school for 

the field trip.  A total of ----240 students 

visited the school this year, a 100% in-

crease over 2016!   

 

When teachers contact the committee 

about a field trip, Jane Dargatz goes to 

their classrooms and does a presentation 

on the history of one room schools and 

our school. Thanks to the generosity of 

the NGSA, each classroom is lent a bag 

of picture books about one room schools.  

When the field trip occurs, the students 

have good background knowledge!   

 

The Committee offered a Professional 

Development workshop at the school 

house in April.  Seven teachers from Syc-

amore schools attended, and two of those 

teachers brought their classes on a field 

trip later in the school year.  The Profes-

sional Development workshop will be 

offered again this spring, and it is hoped 

St. Mary’s and Cornerstone faculty will 

be able to attend, also. 

 

The committee created a Power Point 

presentation on the history of one room 

schools in the United States, including 

history specific to North Grove School.  It 

has been adapted to various audiences: 

young children, intermediate children, 

teachers, and community organizations.  

Having given one presentation to the 

DeKalb Rotary Club, it is hoped that it 

will be presented at other organizations 

locally so more residents know about this 

historic treasure in their back yard!  

Productive Year for Education Committee 
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You are invited to attend NGSA bi-monthly meetings on the fourth Wednesday of the month, 5:00 p.m. in 

the lower level of the Sycamore Center (former Henderson’s). Next Meeting: May23, 2018. Please come! 

Membership Dues, Renewals, & Donations 

 
NAME____________________________________         Dues    

ADDRESS________________________________    [ ] New   [ ] Renewal 

__________________________________________ [ ] Individual $15 

PHONE___________________________________ [ ] Family $20 

EMAIL____________________________________ [ ] Life $300 

       [ ] ______ Donation 

 

 [  ]  I would like to know more about volunteer opportunities at North Grove School. 

Mail your check to: 

NGSA  

PO Box 244  

Sycamore, IL 60178 

 

2018 Calendar of Events 
 

Jun 23-24  North Grove School Days 

 140th Birthday Celebration! 

 

Oct 27 Pumpkin Fest Open House 

 

Nov 24 Old Fashioned Christmas  

 Open House 
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2017 Give Local Donors 
Toni Lynn Carlson 

Jane Dargatz 

Marcia Elliott 

Deb Hartman  

Teresa & Steve Irving 

in Memory of Doris M. Smith 

Linda Holderman 

Patsy & Bill Lundberg 

Kenneth & Juanita Mundy 

Jennifer Parsons 

Sandra & Jim Quiram 

Averil Schreiber 

Michael & Cheryl Stack 

Chad Swedberg 

Steve & Lynette Swedberg 

Alice Whitney 

Marcia & Wesley Wilson 

2017 New Life Members 
James & Susan Davis 

Kaplan Family 

Iona & Howard Whitney 

Your Donations Keep Us Going! 

 2017 Contributions 
J.R. & K.L. Buck 

John & Helen Cambier 

1st Midwest Bank--Wealth Mgmt 

Jan Fitzhenry 

MM Gregory Hay 

MM Richard Hoffman 

George & Janice Holland 

Gail Krmenec 

North School PTO 

Ann Rosenfeld 

Michael & Cheryl Stack 

Gary Swedberg 

Jim & Jessica Swedberg 

Kay & Jim Swedberg 

Matt Swedberg 

Iona & Howard Whitney 

Kris Wrenn 

Preservation Fund 

The Kenneth W. Marsh North Grove 

School Presevation Fund  provides 

annual interest to help fund operating 

expenses while retaining the principal. 

Please help grow this fund by addressing 

tax-deductible donations to:  
 

DeKalb County Community Foundation 
North Grove School Preservation Fund 

475 DeKalb Avenue 
Sycamore, IL 60178  


